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NELFA’s Annual report 2012
(Approved at the Annual General Meeting, London, 23 March 2013)

This is the report of the Board of NELFA as regards its main work undertaken in 2012.

1. Administration

1.1.

1.2.

Legal Incorporation

NELFA was legally incorporated under Belgian law in March 2012 in Brussels.
NELFA had 12 founding members. The first working Board was appointed by 8
founding members, with the agreement of all 12 founding members.

After the incorporation NELFA gave a reception for its members, allies and media at
the Rainbow House of Brussels, of which NELFA is a member (this allows NELFA
to use it as its home address).

NELFA'’s bylaws were published in Belgium’s Official Journal on 14 May 2012, in
French. An English translation is ongoing.

Board
The first working Board was composed of the following 9 persons:

President

Catalina Pallas, FLG (Catalonia, Spain)
Vice-President

Juha Jimsd, Sateenkaariperheet (Finland)
Secretary

Angelo Berbotto, Famiglie Arcobaleno (Italy)
Treasurer

Luis Amorim, ILGA Portugal (Portugal)

Board member

Lisa Green Hermann, LSVD (Germany)

Board member

Anne Marie Thus, Meer dan gewenst (Netherlands)
Board member

Konstantina Kosmidou, OLKE (Greece)

Board member

Marion Gret, Regenbogenfamilien (Switzerland)
Board member

Maria von Kdnel, Regenbogenfamilien (Switzerland)
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During 2012, the Board had two meetings with quorum in May (Lloret de Mar,
Spain) and in October (Dublin, Ireland). The Board also had a Skype meeting in June
without quorum. For the most part, the Board worked via e-mail and an electronic
platform in Yahoo.

1.3. Annual General Meetings and Internal Rules

In 2012 there was no Annual General Meeting (AGM). The first AGM was planned
for March 2013, in line with the bylaws. In future, the AGM should always be
organised by a volunteer full member association. The guidelines for arranging an
AGM were drafted and circulated to all members in 2012.

Draft Internal Rules were discussed in the October 2012 Board meeting but the draft
could not be finalised by the end of 2012.

1.4. Membership

By the end of 2012 the association had 16 full members and 6 supporting members (3
associations and 3 individuals).

1.5. Finances
All 12 founding members provided incorporation donations to NELFA.

Board members donated an estimated 3.500 euros to NELFA (travel and
accommodation costs).

All due membership fees were collected from full and supporting members in 2012,
with exception of one supporting member. Two donations were received (one
anonymous and one via PayPal). Donations were also made possible via an iPhone
application (no donations were received via this application).

2. Communication

Members were informed of NELFA’s actions mainly through NELFA’s mailing list
and the Facebook page. All essential information was also posted on the website
(www.nelfa.org).

An article about NELFA was published in the UK’s Pink Parenting magazine in
March 2012. NELFA also joined the "euro-queer" e-mail communication network in
March 2012.
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Seven press releases were sent out during 2012:

. Rainbow families in Switzerland one step closer to equality, 13 December 2012

. NELFA celebrates decision by Spain's constitutional court upholding marriage
equality, 6 November 2012

. European LGBT families gathering in Strasbourg for historic case concerning
second-parent adoption in a same-sex relationship, 3 October 2012

. Francois Hollande as President of France and the statement of President
Obama in support of equal marriage, 11 May 2012

. Over 1.000 persons comprising 300 LGBT Families met in Lloret de Mar,
Catalonia, 4 May 2012

. Decision of the European Court of Human Rights in the case of Gas & Dubois
v France, 17 April 2012

. The Legal Birth of NELFA aisbl - European Network of LGBT Families
Associations, 8§ March 2012
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3. Bi-Annual conference

NELFA'’s bi-annual conference took place for the second time in April-May 2012, in
Lloret de Mar, Catalonia, Spain, with the support of FLG. More than 1.000 people
participated from 24 countries. A report of the conference was published by FLG.

4. Advocacy
4.1. Awareness campaigns

The first International Family Equality Day (IFED) was organised on 6 May 2012, in
collaboration with associations from Canada, Israel and the USA. Fifteen
organizations from nine countries participated. Illga-Europe and the EP’s Inter-group
on LGBT rights were official partners. The report of IFED 2012 was published.

4.2. Family, children and reproduction seminars and conferences attended by Board
members on behalf of NELFA:

Parents like any others, University of Foggia, Italy, 13-14 December 2012

Civil partnerships and family rights, llga-Europe’s Seminar, Rome, Italy, 15
November 2012

Gay and Lesbian Film Festival, Geneva, Switzerland, 26-27 September 2012
Athens Pride, Greece, 9 June 2012

I’" Children’s-made movie festival (MICE), Valencia, Spain, 18-19 January 2012
Meeting of LGBT organizations with US ambassador in Madrid, Spain, 18
January 2012
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4.3. European Union

NELFA maintained formal and informal contacts with the Secretariat of the European
Parliament’s (EP) Inter-group for LGBT rights. NELFA participated in their
conference, Equality and human rights: new opportunities in EU law, Brussels, 24
April 2012.

NELFA met in May 2012 with the Deputy Director of the Unit on Fundamental
Rights and Rights of the Child of the European Commission and followed this up
with a note in August 2012.

NELFA applied to become member of the NGO Platform of the EU’s Fundamental
Rights Agency.

4.4. Council of Europe (CE) and European Court of Human Rights (ECHR)
NELFA was a third-party intervener in the ECHR case of X et al. versus Austria,
about a second-parent adoption by a female couple. NELFA was also present in
Strasbourg, France when the case was heard in the Grand Chamber in October 2012.
NELFA spread a family rainbow flag in front of the building and sent out a press
release about the case (the case was judged favourably in February 2013).

4.5. Promotion of national law reforms

NELFA participated in a formal parliamentary hearing in Paris, France concerning
equal marriage on 29 November 2012.

5. Capacity building
5.1. Starting new family groups

Board members reached out to new LGBT family groups in Turkey, Albania, Serbia,
Cyprus, the Netherlands and New Zealand (the latter in the context of IFED).

At the bi-annual conference in Lloret de Mar in May and at I[lga-Europe’s conference
in Dublin in October, Board members organized workshops on how to build an
LGBT family movement at national level.
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5.2. Distributing good practices and strategies between members

At the bi-annual conference in Lloret de Mar in May, Board members organised the
following workshops:

1. Being a conspicuous family (multicultural families through adoption)
2. Divorced lesbians — rebuilding our families
3. Didactic, pedagogic and educational materials

6. Publications
A NELFA leaflet and a report of IFED 2012 were published and printed.
7. Co-operation with external partners
7.1. llga-Europe
NELFA applied and was accepted as a member of [lga. NELFA participated in Ilga-
Europe’s conference in Dublin, Ireland and organised a workshop there. NELFA had
several meetings with Ilga-Europe staff during the year. NELFA was invited to be
part of the EU Network of Ilga-Europe.
7.2. Coface
NELFA had formal and informal contacts with Coface staff throughout the year.
NELFA participated in their conference on the Family dimension of the UN

Convention on the rights of persons with disabilities (UN CRPD), Brussels, 15 May
2012.
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