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CURRENT STATUS 

OF RAINBOW FAMILIES IN EUROPE
Lesbian , gay, bisexual , trans*, intersex , queer couples and parents (to -be )



Discrimination

In many EU Member States, LGBTIQ* 
parents and their children are deprived of 
their (fundamental) rights. This means less 
benefits , less protection : tax credits , 
inheritance , access to health care,
parental leave etc.

Children canôt get a common family
name , sometimes they even remain 
stateless (no passport , no nationality ). They 
may even face problems as adults to get a 
marriage licence with a non -recognised 
birth certificate stating same -sex parentsé

LGBTIQ* parents face difficulties to travel or
to sign docs for the school or other
activities. They have problems to get 
reduction for zoo , theatre or public pools



LEGAL SITUATION 

OF RAINBOW FAMILIES IN EUROPE
Lesbian , gay, bisexual , trans*, intersex , queer couples and parents (to -be )



The rights : ILGAôs Rainbow Europe 2019



LGBTIQ* family rights

Registered Partnership: 24 European countries

(20 EU) recently: SAN MARINO (2018), Montenegro?

Marriage Equality : 16 European countries ( 14 EU)

THE NETHERLANDS, BELGIUM, SPAIN, NORWAY, SWEDEN, PORTUGAL, 
ICELAND, DENMARK, FRANCE, UK (Northern Ireland 2020), 
LUXEMBOURG, IRELAND, FINLAND, GERMANY, MALTA, AUSTRIA

Joint Adoption :  17 European countries ( 14 EU)

COUNTRIES above + ANDORRA

Second -Parent Adoption : 19 (21) countries ( 14 EU)

i.e. SWITZERLAND, SLOVENIA, SAN MARINO, ITALY, ESTONIA

Co -Parent Recognition : 11 countries

(10 EU) most recently: FINLAND (soon Ireland?)

MAR: 14 (12 EU) [couples] /26 ( 18 EU) [singles]

Trans parenthood : BELGIUM, MALTA, SLOVENIA, SWEDEN




