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NELFA ðKEY FACTS
ADVANCING THE RIGHTS OF RAINBOW FAMILIES



NELFA?

The Network of European 
LGBTIQ* Families Associations

Å Founded on 1 May 2009

Å Int. non -profit association since 2012

Å Official seat in Brussels(Rainbowhouse )

Å Currently 25 members in 15 countries

Å Represents more than 20.000 people
(members of European organisations ) 

Å Member of ILGA-Europe, TGEU and
since 2017 supporting member ofé

COFACE Families Europe



NELFA MEETS 

COFACEé

Magdi Birtha, Policy and 

Advocacy Officer at 

COFACE - Families Europe



NELFAôsaim

Ensure that the children of 

LGBTIQ* families enjoy the same 

rights as children in families 

currently recognised by the law.

Encourage European countries 

to adopt equal opportunity 

policies in relation to LGBTIQ* 

families with regard to legal, 

financial, educational, social 

and other relevant rights.

Ensure that LGBTIQ* families 

can fully enjoy the EUõs right 

to freedom of movement 

between Member States.



FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT
CHANCES AND CHALLENGES FOR RAINBOW FAMILIES IN EUROPE



COFACE about freedom of movement é



FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT

European Union citizens (and 

their family members ) have the 

right to move freely and live in 

another EU country, subject to 

any conditions set out in the EUõs 

treaties. This free movement of 

people is one of the EUõs 

fundamental principles.

see DIRECTIVE 2004/38/EC, adopted

by the European Parliament & the

Council of the European Union, 

entered into force on 30 April 2004. 

Source : http://eur -lex.europa.eu/legal -
content/EN/TXT/?uri=LEGISSUM:l33152



Family members ?

This covers, for instance, the 
spouse, a partner in a registered 
partnership with an EU citizen 
and direct descendants under 
the age of 21é

éin generalé The text of the 
Directive donõt specify if this 

includes same -sex partners, too. 
The preamble (which is not 

legally binding) says, Member 
States should take action 

without discrimination (i.e. 
sexual orientation)



So many questionsé.

Are married same -sex 

partners considered as

ăspousesò (in Member States 

without marriage equality ?)

They should . But, the final text of the

Directive isnôtclear (sexual orientation

only mentioned in the preamble ). 

States have taken different positionsé

Isa registered same -sex 

partnership / civil union

automatically valid in 

another Member State?

It depends on the very different laws in 
the Member States ðregistered 
partnerships shemes must exist and be
treated asăequivalent ò to marriage . 

What are the rules for my

(unmarried ) partner and our

child (ren)? 

Children with a legally -recognised
parental relationship (biological link, 
adoption etc.) can move . For
unmarried partners there is at least a 
duty to fascilitate . They have to seek
admission as ămembers of the
household , always in the best interest
of the child (EU Charter)



EU Agency of Fundamental Rights (FRA) publication 2008



FAMILIES ON THE MOVE
CHANCES AND CHALLENGES FOR RAINBOW FAMILIES 



COFACE about recent findingsé

Ckpso!2009$



RAINBOW FAMILIES TODAY
THE EUROPEAN HOTCHPOTCHé



ILGA-Europe Rainbow Map , Mai 2017


